
ANNOUNCEMENT
Call for Participants, Papers, Products, and Posters

FOR AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
The Role of Non-timber Forest Products (NTFPs)

in Poverty Alleviation and Biodiversity Conservation

11 – 15 June 2007, Hanoi, Vietnam

Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) play an important role in the livelihoods of the rural poor, as a 
source of food, medicine, construction materials, and income. It has been estimated that there are more 
than 60 million highly forest-dependent people in Latin America, West Africa, and South East Asia, with 
an additional 400 million to 500 million people directly dependent on these natural products.

Access to forest resources helps rural households diversify their livelihood base and reduce their 
exposure to risk. Earnings from forest products are often important as a complement to other income. 
Very large numbers of households generate some of their income from selling forest products, often 
when farm production is not enough to provide self-sufficiency year round. Income from forest products 
is often used to purchase seeds, hire labour for cultivation, or generate working capital for trading 
activities.  For the poorest households, NTFPs can play a critical role in providing both food and 
income. 

While there is growing appreciation of the importance of NTFPs for rural households, especially of 
the very poor, there are concerns about the potential impact of NTFP collection on biodiversity.  A 
number of critical questions are often raised:  Under what conditions can NTFPs, both plants and 
animals, be sustainably harvested?  Can on-farm production of NTFPs result in improved biodiversity 
conservation?   Does commercialization of NTFPs result in over-harvesting?   What is needed for 
markets to be pro-poor?  Are attempts to develop NTFPs for Poverty Alleviation really reaching the 
poorest of the poor?  To what extent are these attempts impacting biodiversity conservation?

This conference will explore these questions, identify successful initiatives and businesses that strive 
to be both pro-poor and pro-biodiversity, and determine what are the critical elements for success. 



Conference  Objectives

The Conference will bring together researchers, practitioners, and 
entrepreneurs from Asia and other regions who are involved in NTFP initiatives, 
including successful commercial enterprises that provide opportunities to 
address poverty reduction while maintaining biodiversity. Participants will 
share methodologies, approaches, product and market information and 
other lessons learned from NTFP development and conservation initiatives.  
The Conference will highlight pragmatic, market driven options that can 
provide income opportunities for rural households and support biodiversity 
conservation.

The Conference will also provide an opportunity for NTFP producers to display 
their products and meet potential buyers through a Trade Fair. 

NTFPs in Vietnam

The role of sustainable management of NTFPs for poverty reduction and 
biodiversity conservation has been increasingly recognized in Vietnam.  
A capacity building project promoting the sustainable use of NTFPs was 
piloted from 1998-2002. Building upon its success, a NTFP Sub-sector 
Support Project has been implemented since 2002.  Vietnam, for the first 
time, with the support from the NTFP Project has developed a National 
NTFP Strategy that plays an important role in the National Forest 
Strategy to help manage forest resources in a sustainable manner, and 
to aid in alleviating poverty. 

The NTFP Sub-sector Support project has taken the lead in organizing 
this workshop.  Having achieved a number of good results, learned 
lessons and impacted livelihoods and conservation, through this 
workshop the project is seeking to facilitate the exchange of experience 
and information on NTFPs on a regional scale.   

Enhanced awareness of the critical elements needed for successful 
NTFP initiatives that strive for environmental sustainability and poverty 
alleviation.

A comprehensive guidance/guidelines document describing key findings 
on how to enhance the role of NTFPs in poverty alleviation and biodiversity 
conservation, that includes a range of information on harvesting, products, 
examples of value adding,  markets,  and marketing. 

Identification of a list of critical gaps in our understanding of NTFPs, 
including research, appropriate materials for different audiences, and 
communication.

The publication of seminar proceedings that will include papers, discussion, 
and posters presented in the Conference and recommendations for future 
NTFP developments as generated by participants in working sessions. 

Enhanced capacity and increased membership of the NTFPs Network in 
Vietnam, including a plan of action for the next year.

Venue and Timing 

The Conference will be 
held the 11th - 15th of 

June in Hanoi, Vietnam

Expected Outcomes



Conference Programme

The Conference will strive to present ‘cornerstone’ research that will highlight key issues and to facilitate, 
through open plenaries, working groups, and informal gatherings (poster sessions and trade fair), 
opportunities for exchange of experiences, and the identification of policies, methodologies, approaches, 
products, and markets, for successful sustainable initiatives. 

The sessions of the first and second days will focus on identifying the critical elements for successful 
NTFP initiatives that provide income opportunities for the poor and support biodiversity conservation.  Key 
questions:

Are there NTFP initiatives that are successful in improving/maintaining biodiversity and increasing 
the income of the poor?

How do we know??  What methodologies have been used for assessing and monitoring the 
impact of NTFPs on the environment? On household economies?  On market assessment and 
development (value chains, monitoring sustainable harvesting)?  What methodologies have been 
developed for identifying the poor and poorest members of the communities and devising strategies 
to enable more of them to participate and benefit from NTFP-related activities?  Biodiversity 
conservation efforts?

Can NTFPs be sustainably managed? Which products can be sustainably harvested or shifted 
to on-farms and are in demand?  Are there successful models for the shift of NTFPs from forest 
to field?   Does on-farm production result in improved biodiversity?  Does it contribute to poverty 
alleviation; does it reach the poorest households?

What policy and regulatory frameworks promote an enhanced role of NTFPs in poverty alleviation 
and encourage sustainable management of forest resources? Are there examples of policies that 
support poverty alleviation and conservation in forest policies?  What are the impacts of extra-
sectoral policies on the poor, NTFPs, and conservation?

How can information on NTFPs, methodologies, markets, and impacts on biodiversity and poverty 
be effectively communicated?   How do institutions and organizations currently share information 
on NTFPs, and what developments, e.g. a NTFPs network, would be useful? This last question 
will be taken up in a plenary at the end of the second day of the workshop that will discuss 
needs and means for establishing an ‘NTFP Network’. The network should be broadly aimed 
at supporting workshop participants and other NTFP actors in promoting poverty reduction and 
biodiversity conservation. 

The third day will focus on the Business of NTFPs. For NTFPs to play a role in poverty alleviation, 
enterprises, even community based enterprises, must be market oriented and be able to address the 
demands of potential buyers. The market will make increasing demands on NTFP producers/enterprises 
to meet its demand for quality, quantity and timely delivery. This session will focus on: 

Papers, Posters and the Trade Fair
Languages: English and Vietnamese

Papers: Papers are invited that reflect the main themes of the Conference and address the key questions 
highlighted for the sessions. A concept paper of no more than two pages should be submitted for review 
by the Conference Organizers by Thursday, April 23rd. Notification of papers selected will be sent by 
Friday, May 4th.

Posters: There will be display areas for posters and documents. Please let us know by Monday, May 21st 

if you would like to have space for your display.

Trade Fair: The fourth day will be a market Trade Fair. This Trade Fair welcomes participation by NTFP 
producers, buyers, projects, and financial institutions. Our goal is to promote an opportunity for producers 
and buyers to meet together. Registration for the Trade Fair should be submitted no later than Monday 
May 21st to the Conference Organizers. 



The Trade Fair

As mentioned above on the fourth day there will be a Trade Fair. This will provide an opportunity for 
participants to view a wide range of NTFP products, meet producers and buyers and learn more about the 
economic potential of NTFPs.

Field Trips

There will be optional field trips on the fourth and fifth days.  These field trips will include visits to NTFP 
project sites in Northern Vietnam and tours organized through local travel agents to places of interest in 
Northern Vietnam.

Registration Fee  

A registration fee of $150 will be charged to international participants.  This fee will cover access to all 
Conference events, documents, trade fair, coffee and lunches each day, and the welcome reception. A 
registration form for the Conference will be made available at a later stage.   However, if you are interested 
in participating in the Conference and would like to receive more information as the programme develops 
please contact the Conference Contact Persons.  

Further Information

A second announcement with information on the venue, lodging and field trips will be circulated on Friday, 
May 11th.

Conference Contact Persons 

For any additional information, Conference registration, submission of concept papers, poster displays, and 
participation in the Trade Fair, please contact: 

What are the market opportunities for NTFPs? Can NTFP enterprises meet the demands for 
quality and quantity of international markets?   Do the poor have access to market opportunities?  
What lessons have been learned from producers and processors/enterprises in meeting the 
market demand? 

How to find the start-up funds?  What are the sources of credit and finance for NTFP 
enterprises?  

Niches and specialties:  How can a small producer attain certification?  Position for a specialized 
market?

Partnerships with the private sector:  Development and environmental oriented organizations and 
government agencies have often facilitated and supported NTFP enterprises, but what of the 
private sector?  Which companies are currently working and supporting NTFP enterprises?  What 
is their criteria and interest for engagement?

What partnerships involving local actors (private sector, government and community groups) are 
likely to be or have proven more successful in reducing poverty through NTFPs?

Sarah Webster
The World Conservation Union (IUCN)
Villa 44/4 Van Bao Street
Ba Dinh, Hanoi
Tel: (84) 4 7261575/6 Ext. 133
Mobile: (84) 904 702 663
Fax: (84) 4 7261561
Email: sarahweb@iucn.org.vn

Dr. Pham Duc Chien
Head of the International Cooperation Division 
Forest Science Institute of Vietnam 
Dong Ngac, Tu Liem, Ha Noi, Vietnam
Tel: (84) 4 8362232
Mobile: (84) 912 563 783
Fax: (84) 4 8389722
Email: p.d.chien@uu.nl

or


