
Maciej Nowicki, Minister of the Environment, Poland 

 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I would like to welcome cordially all the participants in the second Forest Day.  I 

am happy to see that this Day is becoming a permanent event which accompanies and 

enriches the United Nations Conferences on Climate Change.  

I know from the organizers that over 900 people are participating in Forest Day, 

including scientists, members of national delegations and representatives from 

intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. 

 It would be difficult to overestimate the role which forests play in the Earth’s 

ecosystem. Forest management has also an outstanding role to play in climate protection. 

The way in which we will use the great riches represented by forests in the upcoming 

decades will determine our ability to slow down the threat of climate change.  

Deforestation and forest degradation is one of the most important issue of the 

debate in the negotiations on climate change. The commitment to reach an agreement on 

climate change is an exceptional opportunity to take the challenges related to 

deforestation. In accordance with the estimates of the FAO, each year in the last 15 years, 

we lost forever 13 million hectares of forests. Deforestation accounts for about 20% of 

total CO2 emissions; thus, for more than the total EU greenhouse gas emissions. These 

numbers give us an idea about the magnitude of the problem caused by unsustainable 

forest management. These numbers themselves are an appeal as to directions of measures 

which can bring effects in the combat against climate change. 

 

Sustainable forest management does not only fail to increase greenhouse gas 

emissions but may also significantly support measures to combat climate change, as they 

are  natural CO2 reservoirs. Forest protection will also bring about additional benefits for 

biodiversity and the survival of local communities as well.  

 

The Forest Day Agenda highlighted measures necessary to fully utilize the 

sector’s potential. We find these measures as appropriate and applicable to forests 



worldwide, therefore, Poland will support all efforts made towards reaching an 

international agreement on sustainable forest management. 

 

However, forests are also vulnerable to climate change, which can cause storms, 

fires, insect infestations and melting of the permafrost. Foresters must develop and 

implement climate change adaptation strategies and at the same time, sustainability needs 

to be assured: ‘biodiversity and forests’ regulating functions including climate, flood and 

disease regulation, and water purification must all be protected. 

 

The Climate Conference in Poznan should give a strong political message, that 

the sustainable forest management is badly needed. 

 

Forest Day is an international event of importance for all the foresters.  I wish you 

that your voice carries a strong signal, making an important contribution to the process of 

negotiations on a new agreement on climate protection.  

 


