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Your Excellency, Professor Maciej Nowicki, Minister for the Environment, Madame Chair, 

Ms Frances Seymour, Director General of the Centre for Tropical Forest Research, dear 

friends of forests and forestry,  colleagues, good morning; dzin dobre. 

 

 During the SBSTA item on REDD at the beginning of this week I had the pleasure to 

intervene on behalf of the members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, CPF. Allow me 

to basically reiterate the joint statement from last Tuesday, also because most of you may not 

have been present.   

  But first of all, I would like to congratulate Frances Seymour, our close partner in the 

CPF, for organizing this second Forest Day.  You and your team have put a lot of effort into 

this remarkable event. I am sure this day will go on history for providing a solid information 

base and introducing the latest technical and scientific information for shaping the global 

agenda for forests and climate change. I would also like to express sincere thanks to H.E. 

Prof. Maciej Nowicki, Minister of the Environment of the Government of Poland, for hosting 

this important Forest Day, and all his staff, including the able colleagues from the Polish State 

Forests, Lazy Panstvowe. Djenkuje!  



 

 Then to CPF and our joint message. Let me start by explaining that CPF is a voluntary 

partnership, an interagency mechanism of 14 international organizations and secretariats 

dealing with forests. One of the major roles of CPF is to enhance cooperation on forest issues 

and thereby support the international forest dialogue, including UNFF, and now particularly 

UNFCCC. 

For the forestry community it may be obvious – even too obvious – that sustainable forest 

management – SFM -  has a significant strategic role in achieving long-term climate change 

mitigation and it provides a robust and flexible framework for effective adaptation. However, 

the question remains whether this concept is well understood and fully utilized in the climate 

change negotiations. I think there is a justified concern among CPF members, that this 

concept has not been received by the negotiators. The concept goes way beyond traditional 

management aspects and includes conservation of biodiversity, support to livelihoods, 

provision of a range of forest goods and services, and issues related to governance and 

financing.  

 The CPF members have been concerned about the way the forest issues have unfolded 

in the many negotiations in recent years. Therefore we decided to embark on a joint effort to 

put the forest matters in perspective, looking at the issue beyond the carbon and giving 

attention to the multiple roles and benefits forests have.   

 Drawing on the rich information base and long expertise of many organizations, the 

CPF members have put together a resource document that provides background information 

and facts as well as proposes strategic steps forward for the optimal contribution of the forest 

sector to the reduction of emissions and to sustainable development.  The document is called 

“The CPF Strategic Framework for Forest and Climate Change”. It is a proposal by the CPF 

for a coordinated forest-sector response to climate change.   

 Deforestation, forest degradation and other forest changes cause 17.4 % of GHG 

emissions. Some sources say it is forestry that does this but it is not. We, the forestry 

community should not be blamed on what is largely caused by outside the forest sector, 

notably in agriculture. Yet, this alarming figure can and should be decreased. But how?  The 

CPF’s strategic framework aims to provide some answers from the forestry perspective.  

 In addition to underlining the crucial role of sustainable forest management as a 

strategic response from the forest sector to both mitigation and adaptation, CPF wants to 

convey five other key messages: 



• Firstly, mitigation and adaptation measures should proceed concurrently – they are 

equally important; 

• Secondly, inter-sectoral collaboration, economic incentives, and alternative 

livelihoods are essential especially for reducing deforestation and also forest 

degradation; 

• Thirdly, capacity-building and governance reforms are urgently required; 

• Fourthly, forest monitoring and assessment require greater coordination, and carbon 

monitoring needs to be integrated into existing forest monitoring systems; and finally 

that   

• CPF members are committed to a collaborative and comprehensive approach to forest-

based climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

 The strategic framework has also benefited from other recent, joint initiatives by CPF 

members, such as the UN-REDD programme started by UNEP, UNDP and FAO. The CPF 

Expert Panel on Adaptation of Forests to Climate Change is another example. In the past few 

months, this Panel, led by IUFRO, has completed the assessment of the state-of-knowledge 

about the impacts of climate change on forests and people, and about the options for 

adaptation. 

 In concluding, we the CPF members hope that both the strategic framework and the 

outcome of the adaptation panel will provide a valuable source of information for the 

deliberations on forests and climate change in building the post-2010 climate change regime 

at UNFCCC, as well as at the 8th Session of the United Nations Forum on Forests. The 

document is printed and available. 

 Let me finalise by emphasising that we need to use and build on the existing concepts, 

tools and methods to be able to integrate climate change consideration in forestry activities. 

SFM is such a concept, and it needs to be advanced and implemented to save and wisely 

utilize the world’s forests - for the benefit of people and the environment.  Let me reiterate: 

CPF members are contributing, individually and collectively, their expertise to applying 

sustainable forest management to the climate change challenges.   

 Thank you.  


